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Alabama Course of Study: English Language Arts 
PROFICIENCY SCALES 

With Critical Standards for Each Grade Level K- 12 
Developed by ALSDE and Regional Specialists alongside Marzano Staff 

Facilitators from Marzano Resources assisted specialists in narrowing the number of standards that utilize 
proficiency scales. Here are the criteria that were utilized for determining which standards would be 
included when writing Proficiency Scales. 

1. Endurance - Knowledge and skills that will last beyond a class period or course 
2. Leverage - Knowledge and skills that cross over into many domains of learning 
3. Readiness - Knowledge and skills important to subsequent content or courses 
4. Teacher judgement - Knowledge of content area and ability to identify more - and less important content 
5. Assessment connected - Student opportunity to learn content that will be assessed in a high-stakes assessment 

Other Important Information 

1.The Essential Standards that have been identified by the Literacy Task Force are included as Critical or 
Supporting Standards 

2.In grades K-3, at least one standard from 5 + 2 (Oral Language, Phonological Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, 
Vocabulary, Comprehension, and Writing) is presented by at least one standard. 

3.In grades 4-5, at least one standard from phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing is included. 
4.The remainder of the standards are represented by the weight on the content needing mastery at that grade level 

(e.g., Phonological awareness will probably be more highly represented by the number of standards in kindergarten 
and first grade and comprehension standards may be more represented in fifth grade). 

New 6-12 Links Revised 9/2024 
The Alabama Course of Study: English Language Arts Link 

https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-Alabama-English-Language-Arts-Course-of-Study.pdf


Kindergarten Proficiency Scales 

1st Grade Proficiency Scales 

2nd Grade Proficiency Scales 

3rd Grade Proficiency Scales 

4th Grade Proficiency Scales 

5th Grade Proficiency Scales 
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New 6-12 Links Revised 9/2024 
The Alabama Course of Study: English Language Arts Link 

6th - 12th ALSDE Guidance Document Revised 9/2024 
6th - 8th Grade Proficiency Scales Revised 9/2024 

9th - 12th Proficiency Scales Revised 9/2024 

https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/EQS_w7Fjgt5FjIYb_pyTj_YB9744VjJPEeFpnucdu_9_wA?e=jOfX1q
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/EReP-VROzVdBvtLJ4D8aCmQBMhL472X5zgm058FB3Ev6_Q?e=ni80KP
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/EVcX4WtfxhJFjTV0BFcOeDUBGm3-kaTXCdbLLdnvrdH36g?e=UKldas
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/EW3oQBAHTapJphwnwVwZpzcBORTxVz92IHP8OMv5g-G7aA?e=VVA5Uv
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/EQPDt07kdLRPiHoq8Sr5r44BFh1szMNqFD-4GZ4kjEb6SQ?e=6Dmc14
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-Alabama-English-Language-Arts-Course-of-Study.pdf
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/ETrIPw14gOlNjfnGsRbgoA4BQ2Vi1TfZpsqS7MH2PKLBIw?e=rxITYw
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/EklkE5tsdD9MsAjVOUk9LogBz0i4xlKuHBlsAXzpzddPhA?e=fGm8zy
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/EqCpOVdByB9Auo1EE1llOAABDwH8txKEnvpPMdwtHRCZBA?e=CqpOl6
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/misty_wilson_alsde_edu/EUxSrtag2zVIvosxpd4jFZIBksy8I8UYWhcwj0Eulo9Odw?e=r8PKP1
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Proficiency Scales mark the CORNERSTONE of the 
academic pillar of MTSS. 

What is a proficiency scale? It is a tool that displays a 
collection of related learning targets and scores for 

determining the current level of performance. 

Clarity, Consistency, Accuracy 

Additional Information Concerning Proficiency Scales: 
Marzano Website 

Other standard support documents: 
2021 Alabama Course of Study: English Language Arts 
AL ELA K-5 Vertical Alignment 
ELA COS Crosswalk 
ACAP and ACT Resources for Grade 2-12 

https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-Alabama-English-Language-Arts-Course-of-Study.pdf
https://www.marzanoresources.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=21MBAC-&utm_campaign=Marzano+Resources+-+Brand+-+General&campaign=%7Bcampaign%7D&creative=368599628396&keyword=marzano&matchtype=b&network=g&device=c&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0JiXBhCFARIsAOSAKqBqoXV2Xmb72XQUz2PAsjhyRQU5ZBzmOdxeSyHOwsJfje8Fy7itVeIaAg7nEALw_wcB
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-Alabama-English-Language-Arts-Course-of-Study.pdf
https://alsde.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ARI-Regional/EviITgf8CKFFsLBSOvp4ejUBO6N6Al3OXX375WoRHfVu3Q?e=UmCIaG
https://alsde-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/krbell_alsde_edu/Documents/ARI%20Work%202020-2021/ARI%20Local%20RS%20Orientation%202020/ELA%20COS%202021/ELA%20COS%20Crosswalk/ELA%20COS%20Crosswalk%202021%20PDFs?csf=1&web=1&e=vl36jU
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/assessment/
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